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Shark Research Institute 
Special Report 

A Campaign to Prevent the Resumption of Commercial Whaling  

Introduction  
 

In the Shark Research Institute's most recent newsletter, our lead story — "Report on CITES" — reached a 
profound assessment: 

 

"We are all engaged in a war to save the ocean, the  very life support system of our planet and 
thereby the future of humanity." 

 

While many nations are contributing to this tragedy, Japan's hyper-determinism towards the destruction of 
the seas stands out as the most flagrantly offensive force. SRI concluded the report with the following 
depiction of a foreseeable catastrophe if the moratorium on commercial whaling is overturned:   

"The decisions made at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) were 
a clear signal that the upcoming International Whaling Commission (IWC) meeting in Morocco this 
June may be equally disastrous for whales. The same relentless vote buying that Japan deployed at 
CITES is being used to decide the fate of the world's whales: A recent intersessional IWC meeting 
has formed a working plan to resume commercial whaling. Nearly 25 years of conservation efforts 
may be swept away by Japan if former staunch allies of the whales, the USA, the EU, and New 
Zealand, capitulate as they have indicated they will. If commercial whaling is allowed to resume, all 
other aquatic species, particularly the imperiled sharks, will be even more vulnerable to plunder. 
 

The Shark Research Institute considers this a critical issue and, along with other NGOs, we'll be 
moving forward with a full-bore campaign to help prevent any form of a resumption back to the 
tragedy of commercial whaling with the ramification of increased plunder of all other aquatic species."                         

 

 
Although all the marine species 
proposals were defeated at 
CITES, Japan has a second 
shoe to drop: their remaining 
endgame is counting on June's 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W h a l i n g 
Commission (IWC) sell-out of 
the whales and ultimately their 
plunder of the remainder of the 
ocean's bounty.  
 

It's in our hands to form a 
collective force to stop this 
travesty. The whales, the 
sharks...all the ocean's 
inhabitants need action now 
more than ever.   
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  The outcomes of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting in Doha, 
Qatar (as described in our lead article) and the recent International Whaling Commission intersessional 
meeting in Florida  (which refined the Japanese-led plan to end the moratorium on commercial whaling), 
have fully revealed Japan's overall strategy when it comes to exploiting all  marine species.  

 

  Japan is gutting the world's fish stocks while undermining every marine regulatory convention that may 
affect its ability to bully its way to plunder the world's oceans -- systematically rolling back years of 
international  conventions and marine protection. 

 

  In order to foresee the fate of whales in the next decade or so, look no further than how all the marine 
species fared at CITES: Each and every proposed marine species were denied protections of any kind. 
This wasn't a random outcome; it was a Japanese orchestrated victory to further their imperialist activity on 
the seas. It has taken a suicidal path that leads to a horrific destination; an ecological plunge that will 
destroy our oceans for thousands of years. 

 

  Why commence a campaign for whales as the Shark Research Institute? Cetaceans are highly sentient 
beings, and, despite what Japan wants to project, whales aren't universally perceived as a "product." From 
elaborate scientific study to casual observation, they've proven to be extremely social, highly intelligent, 
communicative, and able to feel intense emotion. Japan realizes that if the killing of iconic species such as 
whales is sanctioned, the remainder of what's left of aquatic life will be theirs for the taking. And that's 
where the real profit is — i.e. taking the lucrative tunas for sushi and the sharks for their valuable fins.  

 

  Preventing the plan to remove the moratorium on commercial whaling is not just for the sake of the whales 
as sentient beings, but also to have a highly recognizable boundary to our hubris and greed in the taking of 
the less "cuddly" species such as the sharks. 

 

  If nothing is off-limits to Japan's willingness to dominate or destroy, then they will keep taking until nothing 
is left. This excessive plunder has happened to the whales before and a mass extinction event is now 
happening to the world's fish stocks -- with sharks under the most relentless attack.  

  If mankind is going to survive and enjoy the gifts that nature offers, we must recognize that no nation or 
cartel of nations should dominate the oceans and deplete its bounty at the expense of the future. 
Experience and knowledge are there to reveal the boundaries of sustainability and sanity. We must now 
realize that this threshold has been breeched by Japan and their war upon the ocean must be stopped. 
   Edward Dorson, SRI Director of Conservation Strategies 

 

Japan's Imperialism Upon the Seas  
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"Allowing Japan to Continue Commercial Whaling is Un acceptable" -- Barack Obama, March 16, 2008 

 

  This campaign's subtitle reflects back to Barack Obama's own promise: "As president, I will ensure that the 
U.S. provides leadership in enforcing international wildlife protection agreements, including strengthening 
the international moratorium on commercial whaling. Allowing Japan to continue commercial whaling is 
unacceptable." -- then-Senator Barack Obama. 
 

  President Obama is now drastically veering away from this campaign pledge. During March, a proposal 
was plotted out at an intersessional meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) that would 
reinstate commercial whaling if passed at the next IWC meeting this June.  

 

  Incredibly, the Obama administration is giving the proposal its full support and urging other nations to 
follow.  
 

  This US appeasement to Japan's ambitions to resume commercial whaling is based on Japanese leverage 
over our debt obligations, and an ecologically reckless gesture to satisfy whaling quotas for the Inuits in 
Alaska. 
 

  Furthermore, the plan is riddled with short-term compromises and ignores science completely. It has no 
enforcement, it cannot hold the whaling states to any promises, and it obviously undoes all the IWC 
conservation measures made since the 1986 declaration of a whaling moratorium.  
 

  In this instance, the Shark Research Institute won't redirect people to some other organization's "one-click" 
petition. The White House receives an average of 40,000 emails every day. We must ask for a bit more 
effort to be effective.  
 

  We ask that all concerned people take a few minut es to express their personal dissent by sending 
in actual letters by both mail and by fax to achiev e maximum impact. 
 
 

1.  Get informed:  
 "Whaling: The Great Betrayal" 
 http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/wha ling-the-great-betrayal-1925387.html 
 

 Details of March 4th IWC intersessional meeting in Florida: 
 http://www.wdcs.org/submissions_bin/WDCS_IWC_Conce rns_March2010.0.pdf  

 

      "Given All We Know of Whales, Why Resume the Slaughter?" 
      http://tursiops.org/modules.php?name=News&fil e=print&sid=9476 
  
 2. Write and fax President Obama:   
   Points are given on the next page to assist in writing your letter of protest. Letters can be sent to: 
   President Barack Obama 
   The White House 
   1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
      Washington, DC 20500 
      Fax: (202) 456-2461  
 
3.  Write/fax and call your US Representatives and Sena tors:  
    The Capitol switchboard is (202) 456-1414 
 
4. Boycott Japan:  Email the Japanese Prime Minister, Yukio Hatoyama, and tell him you will not 

purchase any Japanese products or visit Japan until they stop their killing and capturing of dolphins 
and their slaughter of whales:   

 https://www.kantei.go.jp/foreign/forms/comment_ssl. html  

A Campaign to Prevent the Resumption of Commercial Whaling 
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Campaign Letter Points To be Addressed to President  Obama  – Below are points that you can use in your 
letter to say what the whale sell out means to you. Customized letters are accorded much more respect than 
obviously cloned form letters. As such, the potential for your making a difference with your letter will be 
magnified significantly. 

 

• Request that he honor his campaign promise to never resume commercial whaling if elected, wherein he 
stated on March 16, 2008: "As president, I will ensure that the US provides leadership in enforcing 
international wildlife protection agreements, including strengthening the international moratorium on 
commercial whaling. Allowing Japan to continue commercial whaling is unacceptable."  

 

• In a drastic departure away from this pledge, a US-backed plan was advanced at the March intersessional 
meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) that would reinstate commercial whaling if passed at 
the next IWC meeting. As written, Japan, Iceland, and Norway will be able to resume what the president 
characterized as "unacceptable" commercial whaling. 

  

• This plan would sanction killing of whales in the Southern Ocean Sanctuary in Antarctica and in the North 
 Pacific; perpetuated with the discredited ruse of Japan's lethal "scientific research" whaling. 

 

• The IWC interssesional's proposal has tinkered its wording to avoid a direct depiction of a return to 
 commercial whaling, yet the result of the proposal would be just that. One glaring example of complicity  with 
 Japan's agenda is the word change from "Aboriginal" to "Indigenous" whaling. This switch in 
 language not only addresses Alaskan Inuits and Greenlanders and their quotas on threatened whales, but it 
 also assisted a Japanese ploy, wherein "Indigenous" would also apply to all of Japan's coastal whalers to 
 increase the unsustainable plunder of whales in the North Pacific. 

 

• The president stated that he would "ensure that the US provides leadership in enforcing international 
 wildlife protection agreements." This unfulfilled pledge can be remedied once he compels Japan to 
 actually honor all the agreements it has broken with impunity. Japan has violated the Law of the Sea 
 Convention, the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling, the Convention on the 
 Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), the Convention on Biological Diversity, and 
 the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

  

• As the president promised to enforce these agreements, Japan’s breaking of these accords should be 
 challenged by the US in the International Court of Justice, through the dispute resolution procedures of the 
 Law of the Sea Convention, and with the conciliation procedures of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

 

• Request that the president, along with your Senators and Congressmen, deploy the powers of the Pelly  
 Amendment to seek redress from the rogue whaling nations by having the US use its sanctioning 
 powers against Japan, Norway, and Iceland until they stop whaling. 
 (http://www.animallaw.infot/statutes/stus22usc1978.h tm ) 

 

• In fulfilling his promise of "strengthening the international moratorium on commercial whaling'" the 
 president should give his support to S.3116; the International Whale Conservation and Protection Act of 
 2010. 

 

• Urge your Senators and Representative in Congress to vigorously push the International Whale Conservation 
 and Protection Act of 2010 into law. 

 

• The US has become a beacon for whale conservation with the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the 
 Endangered Species Act. Over 75% of Americans oppose the barbaric practice of whaling. As such, it is  vital 
 that the actions of the US insure these protections. 
 

• Whales have proven to be extremely social, highly intelligent, communicative, and able to feel intense 
 emotion. It has been empirically shown that the cetaceans are highly sentient beings and are not some 
 "product" to be bartered or compromised. 

  

• A person must be their word. Obama must honor his pledge to protect the whales -- he must not act to insure 
 their demise. 


